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While arguments may still abound about how much 
the hand of Man has influenced it, there is little argument 
any more that our climate is changing. There is nothing new 
about a hurricane, but the frequency and ferocity of the 2005 
Hurricane Season leads scientists to believe that what we 
experienced with Katrina is only the tip of the iceberg, and 
the iceberg is melting into a glassy sea. Nature’s rhythms are 
being disrupted by an overall increase in the Earth’s tempera-
ture of 1.4˚ F since the end of the 19th Century. This may seem 
minor, but the consequences are staggering. Glaciers retreat to 
the very tops of the mountains. Alpine flora follows the melt-
ing glaciers up the slopes in an attempt to remain in optimum 
conditions. Flowers bloom earlier in the in the Spring, often 
before pollinating insects are ready to provide their assistance 
in fruit set. Migratory birds and animals arrive too late to feed 
on normally plentiful food supplies, supplies that awoke early 
from dormancy and moved on ahead of schedule, taking nour-
ishment away that would have provided energy for the nurture 
of the next generation. Sea waters warm, causing changing 
weather patterns not unlike those we have seen here in Atlanta 
over the last 10 years: 5 years of drought, 3 years of excessive 
rainfall, damaging tornadoes, hail, lightning, and wind exhibit-
ing unprecedented violence. Melting snow and ice, as well as 
ground denuded of foliage, exposes heat-absorbing water and 
bare ground, only accelerating the warming process.

Not all organisms are suffering through this change; there 
are in fact a few that prospering. Poison Ivy is one. 
Recent studies have shown that increased carbon 
dioxide levels in the Earth’s atmosphere have result-
ed in not only increased growth rates for Poison 
Ivy, but also higher toxicity in the oil that causes 
allergic reactions in people. Mosquitoes are able to 
produce more generations per year, more insects to 
carry such diseases as West Nile Virus. Other insects 
such as Beetles abound with exploding populations 
that have decimated trees in places such as Southern 
California and Southeastern Alaska. 

Unfortunately, for any of us who own, manage, 
or care for property, these winds of change quickly 
translate into dollars. In Florida, some property 
insurance rates have skyrocketed over 70% for 
houses and 95% for mobile homes in the wake of 
the hurricanes of the past 2 years. Increased expen-
ditures are required for roof, siding, and window 
replacement. In the landscape, more money is need-

ed for removal of storm-damaged trees or those that have suc-
cumbed to imbalances of drought and flood. More pesticides 
are required to combat insects that attack humans and plants 
in the landscape. And in such areas as the Western US, climate 
change is beginning to affect water availability and production 
of hydroelectric power where water supplies are dependent 
upon melting snow. Lack of water in these areas could have 
serious economic repercussions. In Georgia, we may face simi-
lar circumstances as populations grow and the climate changes. 
We have already seen our landscapes affected by more stringent 
watering restrictions.

It’s no secret that Americans are energy hogs. While we 
boast only 2% of the world’s population, we produce 25% of 
the Earth’s greenhouse gas emissions. This state of “energy obe-
sity” results in a heavy “carbon footprint” on our planet. A fam-
ily of 4 can produce up to 50 tons of carbon per year – 30 tons 
per year from 2 large cars and nearly as much from furnaces, air 
conditioning units, water heaters, and household appliances.

Cheer up! The news isn’t all gloomy, because there are 
things we all can do to reduce our carbon footprints! While it 
may take a lot of time to change the course of our carbon emis-
sions through changes in our habits, we may be able to avoid 
going down the same road as the ancient Mayans around 900 
A.D or the Anasazi of the American Southwest some 300 years 
later. Evidence shows that both of these civilizations collapsed 

because of climate change. These ancient peoples did 
not understand the causes of climate change, only the 
effects. We now understand what is happening, and 
here are a few things you can do to battle the chang-
ing climate:

• Lower your thermostat 3˚ F in winter, up 3˚ F in 
summer. This alone will save 5 tons of carbon emis-
sions per household per year. Multiply that times 100 
million U.S. households!

• Fine-tune your ride. Hybrid vehicles save 8 tons 
of carbon per year. Cars as a rule consume less fuel 
than larger SUV’s. Vehicles with properly inflated tires 
consume less fuel than those with tires at improper 
pressure. Riding public transportation eliminates the 
expense of operating your  vehicle. Riding a bicycle or 
walking leaves no carbon footprints!

• Use florescent light bulbs and energy-efficient 
appliances. These consume less electricity, much of 
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Climate Change: Concern for Grounds
By: Rick Barnes
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The Winston   —Rick Barnes

Simply elegant. These two words best describe the architectural and 
horticultural presentation of The Winston, a high-rise condominium 
property on Peachtree in the Lenox area.  A band of greenery and annu-
al color forms a pleasant separation between the public sidewalk and 
the drive-in court.  The front entrance canopy trimmed in copper and 
beautifully finished rosewood, is framed on both sides by a narrow foun-
dation planting of evergreens, Japanese Maples, and annual color.

The most pleasant surprise on the property comes as one enters the 
rear courtyard, constructed atop the parking deck.  Simple elegance again defines the outdoor environment provided 
for the 37 homeowners of The Winston, who may at any time escape the bustle of the city only a few feet away.  A 
soothing focal fountain, close-clipped Zoysia turf, ample trees and greenery, and colorful flowers provide a soothing 
respite from the stresses of the day. Beryl Grall-Petty, the on-site property manag-
er from CMA, talks about how important the outdoor environment is to the resi-
dents of The Winston: “Our homeowners are very specific about what they want 
from their grounds.  They need an inviting, quiet place to gather, to reflect, and 
to experience the outdoors… and it needs to be crisp and manicured at all times! 
When Nature Scapes came on board, the grounds needed a lot of fine-tuning.  
Now, with the reel-mowing of the grass in the courtyard, the top-dressing that has 
been done, and Simply Green’s excellent turf program, the whole courtyard has 
made a miraculous turn for the better.  The quick response of the Nature Scapes 
team keeps us on top of any problems that arise.”

Nature Scapes has teamed up with the homeowners of The Winston through 
the efforts of Property Manager Beryl Grall-Petty to achieve a balance in commu-
nications and service that results in an outdoor environment that provides a positive outdoor experience in a restricted 
urban space.  This balance translates into a feeling of happiness and value for the people that call The Winston home.  
This is the level of customer satisfaction that Nature Scapes strives for!
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Climate Change (cont. from front cover) 

which is produced by coal-fired power plants.

• Support companies that make an effort to reduce their 
impact on the climate. 

In the landscape, there are other things that can be done 
to both curb the onslaught of climate change and increase the 
ability of our grounds to withstand increasingly violent storms:

• Plant deciduous trees on the south and west sides of 
buildings to shade them in the summer and allow warming 
sunlight in the winter.

• Invest in healthy turf. Open areas of healthy turf can 
provide the same evaporative cooling as a huge air conditioner, 
locally reducing summer extremes around buildings and, on a 
wider scale, reducing global warming.

• Use water resources wisely. Water is definitely neces-
sary for healthy plant growth, but we humans have tendency 
to overdo! For example, a Bermuda lawn can retain its health 
being watered only every 2 weeks, even in summer heat! Many 
established trees and shrubs in the landscape can go for weeks 
without water and still remain healthy. Using water wisely may 
prevent the authorities from shutting off the taps to outdoor 
use altogether, a situation that only accelerates climate change. 

Know how much water you are applying to plants by using a 
rain gauge, which can also let you know whether or not it is 
even necessary to water at all.

• Provide assistance to the elderly. Mature trees and 
shrubs in the landscape are less able to withstand vast fluc-
tuations in flood and drought than younger ones. Such condi-
tions predispose older plants to attack by insects and disease. 
Accommodating these senior citizens in the landscape with 
improved drainage, water during times of drought, and TLC 
through arborist programs keeps these plants healthier longer.

• Be consistent in improving the landscape. Young, 
established, healthy growing landscapes are more resilient 
to adverse environmental conditions and quicker to recover 
from violent storm activity. Maintaining a line item in your 
budget for landscape improvements insures a buffer against 
climate change.

Sources Cited: 
“Why You Can’t Ignore The Changing Climate” 
By Eugene Linden 
Parade Magazine, June 25, 2006

“Global Warming: What You Need To Know” 
Hosted by: Tom Brokaw 
Discovery Channel, July, 2006

There are very few Americans who can escape the label 
of “Immigrant”. The only example this writer could think of 
would be the pure descendent of a pre-1492 Native American- 
a rare human indeed! America was built on the promise of 
opportunity that brought our ancestors here perhaps one or 
maybe even twenty generations ago. That same opportunity 
calls people here today. People living in an impoverished 
nation see the United States as the “land of milk and honey”. 
The attraction to this country is irresistible- even at the expense 
of legality. And until September 11, 2001, many of those peo-
ple, here legally or otherwise, were welcomed into this country 
for their willingness to do work that Americans are increas-
ingly unwilling to do.

The attacks of 9-11 awoke this country to several vulner-
abilities that needed to be dealt with. The United States could 
be attacked on its own soil in the 21st century. Americans are 
not held in the great esteem around the globe that we are so 
apt to think we are. And we have a whole host of people (11 
million, by current estimates) living and working in this coun-
try who we do not know, who are here without invitation or 
documentation, who came here by means uncontrolled by the 
United States government, and who’s reasons and possible 
ulterior motives for being here are unknown.

The state of Georgia is one of the first to attempt to enact 
legislation on the state level to prevent undocumented workers 
from working in the state. SB 529 further provides a 5 percent 
tax on money wired out of the country by illegal aliens. This 
is an attempt to recover, at the state level, some of the costs 
incurred for the burden placed on government infrastructure 
by improperly documented workers.

At the national level, H.R. 4437 attempts to deal not only 
with current immigration policy, but also the national security 
issues resulting from breeches in border security. A recent let-
ter from 7th District Congressman John Linder describes it 
this way: the “Border Security and Terrorism Prevention Act of 
2005” would eliminate the current “catch and release” policy, 
expand alien detention capabilities, enhance border surveil-
lance, and increase port of entry inspection personnel and 
canine detection teams. It will also end our present “diversity 
visa lottery” policy, as well as create a new electronic employ-
ment verification system. This system would be similar to the 
screening system utilized for gun control, and would take the 
burden off business to be the immigration police and the tar-
get of prosecution in cases of I-9 falsification. Other corollary 
reform measures would expedite the removal of illegal aliens, 

end the phenomenon of “anchor babies” by denying citizen-
ship at birth to offspring of illegal immigrants, strengthen 
Federal penalties for illegal smuggling, and provide additional 
authorities at the state and local law enforcement levels to 
apprehend illegal aliens.

Earlier this year, protests took place in Georgia and 
around the country to call attention to what might happen 
in this country without the services of illegal immigrants. In 
Georgia, the prohibition of labor by illegal immigrants, as well 
as the 5 percent tax on money wired out of the country is at the 
heart of the protests. This bill did not pass the Georgia legisla-
ture, and was vehemently opposed by Governor Perdue. Both 
in Georgia and elsewhere, the question of what to do about the 
11 million undocumented workers in the U.S. is the main point 
of contention. Failing to reach a compromise between the U.S. 
Senate and House of Representatives earlier in the session, the 
hope of any new legislation this year seems remote. 

While the legislatures, both local and national, deal with 
immigration as a broad issue, individuals from other countries 
still seek to make the U.S. home. In our next issue we’ll look at 
how Nature Scapes fits into the Immigration Conundrum.

The Immigration Conundrum
PART ONE:  THE LEGALITY

This article is part one in a two part series on immigration.  Part One deals with the legal 
issues surrounding immigration, while Part Two will tackle the human side.  The original arti-
cle was printed as one piece for Georgia Commons Magazine, Second Quarter, 2006. 

—Rick Barnes
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 Passion  • Proactivity  • Continuous Improvement  • Dependability  • Pride  • Responsibility  • Organization  • Perseverance  • Integrity 

Yo u r  P r o p e r t y ,  O u r  P a s s i o n

As the autumn leaf season approaches, we think ahead 
to the steady rain of deciduous leaves that will strive to car-
pet our properties from mid-October until the beginning of 
January, thwarting our efforts to keep your grounds looking 
manicured.  In fact, so unrelenting is the onslaught of leaves 
that your property very often looks like we missed your main-
tenance service the day after we were actually there!

However, unless we inadvertently fail to pick up a pile of 
leaves occupying your parking space on the property, you may 
not stop to think about how those tons of leaves are magically 
gone by the time that only bare tree branches can be seen 
against the winter sky.

For 8-12 weeks during the waning months of the year, 
over twenty trucks roll in to the Nature Scapes’ Lilburn facil-
ity each weekday, bulging with the leaf clean up from our 
properties.  Additionally, 2 vacuum trucks follow the crews 
around all over town to pick up the leaves that the mainte-
nance teams cannot load onto their trucks. These collected 
leaves will fill up two 40 yard roll-off dumpsters PER DAY 
from the onset of fall in mid-October until our winter prun-

ing is completed in mid-March.  This results in a 5-month 
total accumulation of 6400 cubic yards of green waste, which 
is removed from our site to others for grinding and further 
processing.  Add to this two-40 yard dumpsters per week for 
the remaining 7 months of the year, and Nature Scapes will 
process a grand total of over 8600 cubic yards of leaves, sticks, 
and trimmings by the time the leaves start to fall again next 
year!  Green waste disposal is a considerable part of our oper-
ating budget- and it is included as a part of your landscape 
maintenance service! 

GREEN WASTE REMOVAL: 
Nature Scapes’ Forgotten Service        By Jon Peterson


