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Celebrating

~

Q7

serving Atlanta

On September 19,
we celebrated our
20th year serving

Atlanta. Here, we
share some of that

day with you. -
I -~ Across the top of
_ - the page, left to

right, are:

Adrian Fowler
and Reva Shapiro
~ from The Deerings;

’l the Wages family;

; Juan and Miguel
-
I

Tejada receiving
plaques for fifteen
years of service.

To the right, the
photos show, top
to bottom,

Rick Upchurch,
presented with a
20th Anniversary
gift; the welcome
banner; and so and
S0 enjoying the
food. And pictured
here is our grand
prize winner, so
and so.

Thank you,
to all our clients
and friends in Atlanta




Phoenix Rising:
The Phoenix on
P eaChtree —Lee Padgett

Soaring over Peachtree Street in the heart of Buckhead is
one of the newest residential high-rise projects. Begun in the
fall of 1999, The Phoenix on Peachtree is a 27 story, 65 unit
luxury condominium structure featuring an extensive amenities package as well as a prestigious address. Amenities
include a 6th floor “sky lobby” and large open courtyards overlooking Peachtree Street. Also included in the amenities
are a 1500 square foot fitness center, Grand Salon and Library, wine cellar, pool and spa, as well as a 24 hour concierge.
Pricing ranges from the high $400’s to over $3 million for a little piece of Buckhead.

Nature Scapes took over the landscape maintenance for the property in the Spring of 2002 shortly after the first resi-
dents moved in late 2001. The property presented several challenges to overcome. Being in a heavy urban environment
and facing a drought situation, the existing landscape was over-stressed and weak. We immediately began with a turf
renovation program to improve the turf quality and color. Also a priority item was improving the viability of the large
Chinese elms trees installed in planters on the 6th floor courtyard area. These trees were under heavy stress from the
installation process of being craned from flatbed trucks to the large concrete planters in the courtyard. Other challenges
involved installation corrections and creating striking curb appeal with the use of large amounts of seasonal color. The
turf, trees, and seasonal color are all doing very well now under the careful eye of the Nature Scapes team. Today,

The Phoenix has almost full occupancy and the landscape has become a shining star amongst the Buckhead glamour
and show.

Druid Hills Park Centennial Facelift

-Lee Padgett

Just over a hundred years
ago, in 1890, Frederick Law
Olmsted began designing one
of his last works: the layout for
one of the country’s best exam-
ples of a planned community.
Druid Hills today is an in-town
neighborhood of stately homes.
When it was developed howev-
er, it was on the fringe of the
city and considered one of the first suburbs of Atlanta.

Today, Olmsted Linear Park is being renovated and
restored to its original purpose and splendor. Costing $1.7
million, Oak Grove Park was completely rehabilitated in late
2002 and its landscape is currently being maintained by
Nature Scapes. This park is a true jewel with its tree-lined
perimeter, curvilinear walking paths, huge shade trees scat-
tered about, and strategically placed shrubbery buffering the
vehicular traffic along heavily traveled Ponce de Leon
Avenue. The other sections of the park, Springdale, Virgilee,
Shadyside, Dellwood, and Deepdene, are all undergoing simi-
lar restoration through a public-private effort called the
Olmsted Linear Park Alliance.

The most fascinating aspect of this planned community is
the series of parks Olmsted created as the centerpiece for the
community. Now known collectively as Olmsted Linear Park,
these segmented parks form the heart of the Druid Hills
neighborhood and are one of the best intact examples of the
Olmsted aesthetic vision: to create open green spaces whose
beauty comes from careful shaping of terrain, the placement
of trees and shrubs, and the way in which they are protected
from their surrounding urban environment.

For more information on the restoration of Olmsted
Linear Park, or to donate to this effort, please contact
Ms. Tally Sweat, President, Olmsted Linear Park Alliance,
PO Box 5500, Atlanta, GA 31107, 404-853-7159.

Information derived from The Olmsted Linear Park in Druid

Hills, prepared by Altamira Design and Common Sense, Inc.

Nature Scapes is now online. Visit our website at www.nscapes.com and find past

newsletters, our award winning landscapes, information about our company and more.
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Not-So-Good Migrations:
The Ones That Got Away

The Pandora’s Box of the horticultural world was on
display at the World’s Industrial and Cotton Centennial
Exposition in New Orleans in 1884. A visitor to that show
was enthralled with the beauty of one of the plants which
was introduced from South America. He decided to take a
few home to grow in a small lawn fountain on his farm near
Palatka, Florida. The plants overgrew the garden so fast that
the farmer discarded the excess plants into the nearby St.
John’s River. In just 14 years, the prolific growth of the Water
Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), shown here in the back-
ground, was blocking the passage of boat traffic along the St.
Johns. The plant had a home in 254 of Florida’s public
waters by 1990, causing fish-kills and upsetting food chains
with its 60-70 % leaf turnover rate per month! “Maintenance
control” of the Water Hyacinth has been reached in Florida
only in the past few years, and without spending the millions
of dollars annually required to maintain this control, the
plant would soon again overtake the state’s waterways.

Our age-old desire for new plants that are beautiful and
beneficial has, at times, caused emotion to overrule reason.
The proper assesment of new varieties is necessary to pre-
vent the possible hazards to a new environment lacking bio-
logical controls over proliferation. While “Good Migrations”
have most often resulted in new introductions that were
indeed beautiful and beneficial, many states, including
Georgia, are developing lists of exotic and invasive plant
species and are working on management plans for the ones
that “got away”. The Georgia Green Industry Association’s
Invasive/Exotic Plant Committee defines such a plant as one
that is not indigenous to the US, which is capable of forming
self-sustaining populations that displace native vegetation,
alter ecosystems, or hybridize with native species.

The subject of exotic and invasive plant species is con-
troversial in this state and in many others. It incites the peo-
ple who promote the protection of the natural environment;
it indicts professionals in the green industry who are pres-
sured by a gardening public to introduce new plants for their
gardens; and it insults a myriad of growers who may be pro-
ducing a plant that is useful, appreciated by the people who
buy it, but scorned by another group that has placed a nega-
tive label on it — sometimes justified, sometimes not. And
then there is the quandary within the scientific community
where the public on the one hand wants the benefits of tech-
nology and gene-splicing while resting in the assurance that
their safety and the environment is not being compromised.

Part Four in a 4-part series on the selection of plants
from their native habitats for use as ornamentals
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—Rick Barnes

Another plant was on display at the New Orleans
Exposition in 1884. Its legacy lives on as well. It remained in
relative obscurity until the 1930’s, when it became widely
touted as a multi-use plant that would inhibit soil erosion,
rejuvenate depleted soils by fixing nitrogen, provide feed for
cattle, and provide cooling shade. In adddition, it could be
harvested more than once per year. Yes, during the Great

Depression, “Cotton” was no longer “King” — “Kudzu is
King!” Nearly half a million acres of Kudzu (Pueraria mon-
tana) covered the state of Georgia by 1948, and when the
plant was finally declared a weed by the USDA in 1972, even
more of the state had been swallowed. The economic impact
of Kudzu is real and irrefutable, but it accomplished one of
the original goals of its introduction - it helped prevent the
siltation of Lake Jackson, near Covington.

So now we have seen both the good and the bad of
“Good Migrations”. From the early European Plant Explor-
ers to the Nurserymen to the hybridizers, gene-splicers, and
tissue-culturists: their efforts have largely given us a better
life through the beauty, products, and nutrition from plants.
The coming years will be pivotal as we try to achieve a bal-
ance between the good migrations and the ones that got
away. Will certain plants be banned? Outlawed? Prohibited
from production? Quarantined, monitored , and tested for a
number of years to try to determine their relative degree of
invasiveness? Nature has provided the players. Life on this
planet is a drama of the dominance of one species over
another. Nature will probably also provide the answers.

Sources cited for this article:

The Rise and Fall of Kudzu, by Nathan Cain. The
Covington News, Saturday, March 2, 2002, Page 9.

Managing a Tough Issue, by Bob Heffernan. American
Nurseryman, November 15, 2002.

The proceedings of the GGIA Invasive/Exotic Plant
Committee, April 29, 2003, Macon, Georgia.

Nonindigenous Aquatic Plants,
varamey@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu



NS Volunteers
Plant Trees at
Eagle Ranch _s s

Eleven members of the Nature Scapes Team rose early on
Saturday, March 1, 2003 to give something back to the community.
The group pictured here planted additional trees at the Glory Home
and Praise Home for troubled youth at Eagle Ranch in Hall County.
This was the site of a previous community service project by Nature
Scapes, when the company installed the original landscaping for the
2 homes in May, 2001 (see Cultivated News, Autumn 2001 on our
web site, www.nscapes.com). All of the participants were happy to
give up a morning for a good cause, and felt a part of the lasting
legacy that such a tree planting will provide. As Rick Upchurch says:
“I feel strong ties to
the good things hap-
pening at Eagle
Ranch, and I am
proud of my associ-
ates who rally behind
both this cause, and
Nature Scapes!”
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