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Though plants and grasses lie dormant

in the winter months, Nature Scapes stays

busy preparing for the onslaught of spring

and summer growth. We provide services

throughout the winter that will promote

healthy growth, while keeping landscapes

manageable during the growing season.

Tree, Shrub and Groundcover Management

• Winter structural pruning is done as neces-
sary on shrubs that need growth control, shaping
or “rejuvenation”.  Rejuvenation pruning is more
drastic and is done when a shrub has become
overgrown or is sparse at its base; thus encourag-
ing a fuller base growth or restructuring it to a
more uniform shape. 

• Dormant oil insecticide is applied to suscep-
tible plants to reduce insect infestations as the
temperatures rise in the spring. Scale insects, Lace
Bugs and Spider Mites are typical targets.

• A twelve-month, slow-release balanced fer-
tilizer with micronutrients is applied to ornamen-
tal plants and trees. 

• Seed heads are removed from Crape
Myrtles.

• Liriope groundcovers and ornamental grass-
es are cut back to remove dead or damaged leaves.

Turf Management

• Rounds 1 and 2 are applied to turf contain-
ing both a pre- and post- emergent herbicide for
weeds and fertilizer.

Spring 
into Action-Pamela Lasota



Arbors at 
Lenox Park

—Allen Clemons

Walking down Arbor Trace in Arbors At Lenox Park 
has been likened to a walk down Disney's "Main Street".
Beautiful homes fronted with colorful, individualized 
landscaping greet you just past the sheltered seating area
beside a fountain at the entrance down to an open, inviting
park at the eastern end of the property. Nature Scapes, Inc. has maintained this property for over 3 years since the
development reached one-third completion. Managing the landscaping through two thirds of the construction
phase, and through the transition from the developer to the Homeowners Association was a daunting task that
overshadowed all of the horticultural challenges presented by the site. The development culminated with the com-
pletion of the landscaping of the large park amenity area. Nature Scapes put the finishing touches on this project,
the installation of which is another 2001 entry, in April of 2000. Significant challenges to the proper landscape
maintenance of the property start with the soil underlying the plants. Nearly the entire site was cut into the side 
of a slope, the predominant soil being a dense, gray clay. Working with such soil, complicated by the close proximity
of the homes to one another, has been to deal with constant drainage and water management issues. The relatively
small areas of fescue turf, in a myriad of different exposures, presents yet another significant challenge.

The rewards however, are well worth the effort. In the Arbors At Lenox Park reside a group of Homeowners who
care about gardening, love color, and take great pride in their property. This keeps the staff of Nature Scapes alert to
the changing needs of this property, always looking for new and creative plants and landscape methods.
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Just days after the surprise presentation of a plaque selecting her 
as Employee of the Year, Pamela Lasota received yet another plaque
commemorating her 10th year with Nature Scapes.  She now proudly
displays them both on a wall in her office.  When Rick Upchurch hired
her to be the Office Manager back in 1991, it was not only her office
management and organizational skills that impressed him.  "She has 
an interest and a background in plants," says Rick.  "I just had a hunch
that her 2 skill areas would serve the company well."  Rick was right!

Pam acquired her love of plants from her parents and grandparents,
who are avid gardeners and farmers.  She grew up in Birmingham,
Alabama and earned an Associate in Science degree in Ornamental
Horticulture from Jefferson State College in 1983.  Wanting to put her
education to work, she moved to Atlanta in 1984 to work in the local
office of a national Landscape Architectural firm.  Pam left the field for
5 years to gain more experience in management and accounting.

Pam found that she missed the green industry and saw an opportu-
nity at Nature Scapes.  In the past 10 years, she has watched the compa-
ny grow from 30 employees to over 100, and has been vital in helping to
manage this growth through strategically planned accounting software
implementation and office organization.  As Accounting Manager, she
oversees the activities of an incredibly efficient staff she admittedly
could not manage without.  Pam enjoys sailing, scuba diving, and 
renovating her 100 year-old Inman Park home when not in the office.

Nature Scapes is proud to have Pamela on our team, and we 
congratulate her on her 10-year anniversary and selection as 
Employee of the Year!

Nature Scapes
Employee of
the Year —
Pamela Lasota



One day back in 1948, Chinese botanists were stunned to
discover, in living form, a large plant that had been previously
seen only in the fossil record. Great efforts were made by
botanical gardens throughout the world to distribute seeds and
seedlings of this “living fossil”. We know the plant as Dawn
Redwood, Metasequoia glyptostroboides, a member of the
family of plants that includes the Bald Cypress. This plant is 
a fast-growing, pyramidal, deciduous tree with a primordial,
upright appearance that is magnificent, as seen gracing the
cover of the Spring 2001 issue of Cultivated News.

The unusual story of the Dawn Redwood is typical of the
search that has captivated horticulturists for hundreds of years
– the search for new, different, and outstanding plants for 
utilization in the landscape. Many unique and beneficial plants
have been introduced to our gardens as a result of this search.
As a natural outgrowth of such seeking, many horticulturists
have elected to search their own back yards for local native
plant materials that may have been overlooked in the past or
may have a new use in today’s garden. Then, we find other
horticulturists who take these “raw materials” and further
refine them, either through hybridization or isolation of plants
with desirable characteristics by some form of asexual propa-
gation. Finally, there are plants that were discovered and by all
appearances had merit as ornamental plants. They were intro-
duced, and thrived so well in their new habitats that they have
become pests and threaten the very survival of some of our
native species. In this issue of Cultivated News, and in the
next three issues to follow, I plan to take a look at these topics.
First, we will look at just a few plants like the Dawn Redwood
that have come from afar to become integral parts of our gar-
dens and endeared in our hearts. Next time, we will look at
some of our native plants - some with stories every bit as mys-
terious as that of the Dawn Redwood. We will then consider
the methods of hybridization and propagation which can make
a good plant better. Wrapping the series up, we will talk about
a few plants that were brought to America with the best of
intentions or even accidentally, only to escape cultivation and
wreak havoc across the countryside. First, however, the good
migrations...

Running your finger across the globe quickly reveals that
places like China and Japan lie in latitudes close to that of
Georgia. Even though altitudes, moisture levels, and other
aspects of climate may vary, latitude and relative remoteness
make a good target for a plant search. Indeed, looking through
any book on cultivated plants will show the wealth of plants
we have gleaned from the Far East. The Camellias, ornamental
members of the Tea Family, hail from this large region. The
Butterfly Bush, Buddleia sp., hails from China. Upright

Junipers, such as the “Hollywood” Juniper came from China,
while some of the procumbent types, such as Shore Juniper
and Parsoni Juniper, come from Japan. The group of Azaleas
known as the Indica types, which include “Formosa”, “G.L.
Tabor”, and “G.G.Gerbing” come to us from China. The
Kurume Azaleas, including the popular “Coral Bell” and
“Hino Crimson” Azaleas were introduced from Japan. Many of
the more leathery-leafed Rhododendrons, some of which are
native to our part of the US, have also come from the Far East.
Numerous holly varieties and the excellent Crape Myrtle
round out migratory examples from the region.

Horticultural Conquistadors have by no means limited
their search for new plants to eastern Asia. In fact, they have
literally scoured the Earth in search of useful ornamental
plants, and their introductions fill dozens of encyclopedias on
ornamental plants and specialty plant groups. Cedrus atlanti-
ca, the Atlas Cedar, was introduced from the Atlas Mountains
of northwest Africa. The Deodar Cedar, cedrus deodara,
another stately evergreen is native to the Himalayas. Yet a
third evergreen, less in stature but having no less ornamental
value, hails from the slopes of the Swiss Alps. The Mugo Pine,
pinus mugo, is utilized for its low-growing, mounding habit,
much the opposite of the aforementioned Cedars. Examples of
Dogwood are flung across the globe. The Kousa Dogwood,
cornus kousa, originating again from Japan, Korea, and China
has a distinctive look from our American native Dogwood,
and both of these are very different in appearance from their
distant and less-known cousin, the Corneliancherry Dogwood,
cornus mas, a plant from southern Europe and western Asia.
The Heathers (calluna vulgaris) come to us from the wonder-
ful gardens of England, whose gardeners and nurserymen, by
the way, are responsible for many of the plant introductions we
enjoy today. The brightly flowered evergreens originated in
widespread areas from Europe to Asia Minor. Boxwoods
(buxus sp.) are nearly as well traveled as the Dogwoods, com-
ing to us from 3 continents. It is a little disconcerting to learn
that our “American” Boxwood actually comes from Europe,
northern Africa, and western Asia!

It is amazing when you stop to think from how far and
wide come our garden treasures! Further astounding is the fact
that I have sited but a few examples of “Good Migrations” in
this short article. Remember as you walk through that small
sanctuary that is your garden, you are really taking a walk
around the world of the plant kingdom!

Thanks to my friend, Mike Dirr, and his book Dirr’s Hardy Trees

and Shrubs, for information for this article. Other sources include:

Know It and Grow It by Carl Whitcomb and The National Arboretum

Book of Outstanding Garden Plants by Jacqueline Heriteau.

G O O D
M i g r a t i o n s

—Rick Barnes

The first of a 4-part series on the selection of plants
from their native habitats for use as ornamentals
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Cultivated News is published two times a year 
by Nature Scapes, Inc., for over fifteen years 

a provider of landscaping, maintenance, irrigation
and floriculture services to the metro Atlanta area.

Nature Scapes, Inc. is a charter member of 
GGIA — Georgia Green Industry Association,
MALTA — Metro Atlanta Landscape & Turf

Association, GAI — Georgia Irrigation
Association, and CAI — Community Associations

Institute. We also belong to the Southern
Nurseryman’s Association.

Nature Scapes, Inc. operates a drug-free 
workplace as certified by the State Board of

Workers’ Compensation.

If you have any topics or questions you would like
to see discussed or elaborated on in a future issue

of the newsletter, please call and let us know.

Nature Scapes, Inc.
1270-A Turner Road • Lilburn, GA 30047
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Yet another benefit of collecting plants the world over is 

the possibility of insuring that they will be enjoyed by future 

generations.  The fact that plants are largely immobile makes

them extremely vulnerable to the effects of a burgeoning world

population.  According to a report in the Atlanta newspapers by

Mike Toner, over 10% of the worlds 270,000 species of plants are

threatened with extinction.  The World Conservation union has,

over the past 15 years, compiled a "red list" of endangered plants.

Among the most threatened are one-third of all species of the Lily

family, one-third of all members of the Palm family, and one-third

of all species of economically important timber species in

Southeast Asia.  In the United States, one of the worst areas on

Earth to be a plant, 29% of all plant species are threatened.

Other areas of the world where the situation is equally critical

include Turkey, Mexico, and the botanically unique and diverse

areas of Australia and South Africa. 

Environmental
Update — Rick Barnes


