Saving mature trees is becoming more and more critical. Trees not only
add value to our properties for aesthetic appeal. They can also be a serious fac-
tor in reducing air pollutants and aiding in climate control. Living in the urban
environment and on a busy bus route, I can attest to the difference a tree can
make; the exterior of my home has become ridden with soot since we had to
remove declining trees at the street level. In the past, I have taken the beauty of
the large, old trees in our neighborhood for granted. Recently, though, I have
opened my eyes to the incredible appeal they provide to the green spaces
throughout the area.

Working in the suburban environment and seeing areas clear-cut by devel-
opers for new neighborhoods has made me realize the difference old growth
trees can make to the ultimate appeal of a neighborhood. Many urban neigh-
borhoods around the country are focusing on tree revitalization programs to
replant lost and damaged trees. My neighborhood hired an Arborist to assess
the area’s trees and make recommendations for maintaining and retaining the
old, stately trees that make our neighborhood so desirable. This assessment
also led to the replacement of a boulevard planting of Bradford Pears that had
become unsightly and dangerous.

Nature Scapes has commissioned tree assessments in conjunction with an
Arborist for some of our clients. Maintenance programs are available for initial
revitalization, including dead wood pruning and succor growth removal, as
well as on-going programs for periodic fertilizations. A commitment to main-
tain older trees could save the tree and avoid the expense of removal if the tree
declines to the point of becoming hazardous.
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Westfield Square

-Allen Clemons

A quiet community of 53 homes tucked away in the
Decatur area, Westfield Square is a prime example of
cluster home horticulture in Atlanta. Carefully chosen
plantings give seasonal variation and interest to the
18-acre property no matter which day of the year one
might come to pay a visit. Nature Scapes, Inc. provides
landscape maintenance services for all the grounds on
the property except the rear yard areas. While the home-

Congratulations to Westfield Square, Nature Scapes’ Feature Property!

owners are responsible for their own individual landscape improvements, Westfield Square is a prime example of
the fact that, for every top-notch property there are watchful eyes behind the scenes. At this particular property,
those eyes belong to Mr. W.G. Howard. While he will quickly rebuff the title of “Mayor” of Westfield Square,

Mr. Howard is always there as the homeowners’ liaison to Nature Scapes. It always helps us in our efforts when
there is someone there who cares, and one can readily see the care with which Westfield Square is maintained.

Annuals are the easiest flowers to grow and the easiest to enjoy. The investment you make
in annual color display pays off quickly. Annual flowers are fast growing and complete a life
cycle within one growing season. The fact is annuals provide instant gratification.

Color theory, plant selection and site analysis are fundamental characteristics professional
designers take into account when designing with color. Consistent and well-planned use of color
lends order and grace to any annual bed, no matter how large or small the property may be.
Color theory involves the use of color schemes. The four basic color schemes used in design are:

1. Monochromatic - Variations on one color

2. Analogous - Colors next to each other on the color wheel
3. Complimentary - Color opposite on the color wheel

4. Color Echoes - Echoing a color throughout a property

A successful design incorporates a color scheme with the use of “hot” colors or “cool”
colors. Hot colors tend to have a stimulating or dominating effect. Cool colors are calming and
seem to recede into the distance.

The key to successful landscape color is to match the particular site with specific plants.
Temperature, light, water, soil characteristics, surrounding plant material and hardscapes all play
significant roles when developing a plan and designing with color.

Ultimately, all of these ideas and theories, when properly applied to the site, help create
beautiful healthy plants. These in turn provide customers with vibrant, appealing color displays.

Water
Update

—Rick Barnes

Our current period of
rainfall deficit has now entered
its fourth year. Mr. Harold
Reheis, chief of the Georgia
Environmental Protection
Division, recently updated
the membership of the Georgia
Green Industry Association
and the Georgia Turfgrass
Association on the current
status of our water issues.
According to Reheis, we are
presently witnessing a 50-inch
deficit over the past 3 years in
the upper (North Georgia)
reservoirs. Soil moisture content
is right now the lowest it has
been in the 105 years that such
records have been kept.

He concluded by saying that
intermediate and long - range
forecasts are not promising, and
that prudent use of the present
water supply and innovation in
new water-use technologies are
the only methods to avoid deep-
er water restrictions than those
presently in place. We’ll keep
you posted!



DEVELOPING
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In the Spring 1998 issue of Cultivated News, I discussed
the repetitive use of similar plant material throughout a prop-
erty to create a sense of continuity. The article was entitled
“Bringing Back Elm Street,” and it sets the stage for further
consideration of the subject following three years of additional
experience in assisting clientele in the improvement of their
grounds. Landscape horticulture is an exciting and challenging
field and there is always something more to learn. Helping our
customers solve an insect problem, pruning dilemma, drainage
issue, or simply finding the right plant for the right spot is what
our entire staff thrives on!

I have seen a trend within my realm at Nature Scapes
to serve our clients by providing assessments of an entire
property. Such evaluations look at not only replacing individ-
ual plants that are old and have succumbed to ravages of time,
but at a timely review of the whole outside - everything about
the landscape — assets and liabilities. We can then formulate
an action plan to improve the appearance of the landscape
over time, implementing planned changes as budgets permit.
In one instance, the mandate of the homeowners was to
change the mood set by the landscape. To accomplish this, we
reduced shrub bed areas and increased the use of turf and
flowers, which created a more “open” feel as one drives into
the property. Another property determined that the Bradford
Pears, copiously planted everywhere, were rapidly becoming
a liability, and upon removing them made the pleasant
discovery that the beautiful Sugar Maple trees hiding among
the Pears were more than adequate in providing shade and
ornamentation. The Bradford Pears didn’t even need
to be replaced!

Such an approach has further led to the evaluation of cer-
tain elements that go beyond landscaping. An example of this
is shown here in a project we worked on at Heritage Oaks.
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The homeowners of this property, Nature Scapes “Feature
Property” in our Summer 1999 newsletter, are always looking
for new ways to make their surroundings pleasant and inviting.
From subtle variations in the paint on the buildings to the
strategically located flower beds, property improvement is an
ongoing process at Heritage Oaks. In a recent evaluation of
the grounds, the homeowners decided to take the numbers off
the outside of their mailboxes and place them on the inside —
a move which was agreeable with the postal service and
a simple, inexpensive way to reduce visual clutter in the land-
scape. Another area of concern was the signage on the proper-
ty. Looking at ways to make the entry grounds more attractive,
I mentioned in passing that the latticework fencing at the front
sign seemed to project a “dated” image. Their response was
definitive and calculated, and you can see the positive change
yourself in the accompanying photos. The old lattice fencing is
indeed dated and closes off the entrance from the rest of the
grounds. The new fencing and signage is open, light, fresh, and
takes advantage of the beauty of the surrounding forest.
Look for some of these things in evaluating your property:
¢ An entry that is colorful and inviting
e Signage that is easy to read and yet does not dominate
the landscape
¢ Harmony of building style and color throughout, but not
redundant and oppressively similar
¢ Repetition of strong landscape elements throughout
e Strategic placement of annual color beds to maximize
enjoyment
e Service and amenity areas that reflect the style and
themes of the entrance and buildings
¢ Assets and liabilities of the whole outdoors
Evaluating these things will result in the basis of a plan to
improve your “Community Unity”!




Awards Update

Nature Scapes walked away with recent landscape awards from
both the Metro-Atlanta Landscape and Turf Association (MALTA)
and the Georgia Green Industry Association (GGIA). Merit Awards
were presented by MALTA for landscape maintenance work at
Alhambra Apartments in Buckhead and for landscape design and
installation at the Kota Residence at Paran Point. GGIA bestowed
Silver Awards for the landscape maintenance of the turf areas at the
Atlanta Botanical Garden, and for the landscape work at the Kota
Residence.

El Salvadoran
Earthquake Fund

The earthquake that struck El Salvador on January 13, 2001
was devastating, leaving many dead, missing and homeless. Many
of Nature Scapes’ employees are from El Salvador and this disas-
ter left us with heavy hearts. The employees collected funds for the
American Red Cross, with the company matching a portion of the
employee’s contributions. Over $1,000 was donated to the El
Salvadoran Earthquake Fund.

Nature Scapes, Inc.
1270-A Turner Road
Lilburn, GA 30047




